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made over a period of years, were the first com-
prehensive attempt to give to the study of Amer-
ican English a sound historical and scientific
basis.

Over and above his more narrowly profes-
sional activities, he was a man of wide cultural
interests and a keen student of the world about
him. He was always happy to put his knowl-
edge of medieval story and of American his-
tory and contemporary life into forms which
would attract children. Probably the best known
of his children's books are In Oldest England
(1912), Tales of True Knights (1921), The
Kitchen Porch (1923), and America, the Great
Adventure (1924). His modernization in verse
of Chaucer's Troilus and Criseyde (1932), se-
lected by the Literary Guild as its book of the
month for December 1932, was no isolated effort,
but the product of many years of study and
private practice of poetic expression. His former
students at Columbia remember him as a wise
and sympathetic teacher, who made whatever he
taught them seem a vital and inseparable part
of the life of the human race.

[Personal recollections; information as to certain
facts from Mrs. Krapp and from members of the Eng-
lish dept. in Columbia Univ.; Memorial Minute, Faculty
of Philosophy, Columbia Univ., Nov. 16, 1934; E. V.
K. Dobbie, ''Bibliog. of the Writings of George Philip
Krapp/' Am. Speech, Dec. 1934, Apr. 1935 ; Who's
Who in America, 1932-33; N. Y. Times, Apr. 22,
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KROEGER, ERNEST RICHARD (Aug. 10,
i862-Apr. 7, 1934), musician, composer, and
conductor, was born in St. Louis, Mo., where he
spent his life and received his entire education.
His father was Adolph Ernst Kroeger [g.z'J and
his mother Eliza B. A. (Curren) Kroeger. From
his father he received his first musical instruc-
tion. These lessons were supplemented by work
with an array of St. Louis teachers: Egmont
Froelich, Waldemar Malmeme, Charles Kunkel,
Wilhelm Goldner, Peter G. Anton, Ernst Spie-
ring, and Louis Mayer. After a short time in
business, he definitely abandoned all thought of
a commercial career and in 1885 decided to make
music his life work. He had already occupied
several church positions, having become organist
of Grace Episcopal Church at the age of fifteen
and shortly afterwards transferring his activities
to Trinity Episcopal Church, where he played
from 1878 to 1885. From 1885 until 1921 he was
organist at the Church of the Messiah.

In 1879 he gave his first piano recital. There-
after he traveled considerably as a concert
pianist besides giving annual recitals in his home
city from 1893 to J923- As a choral conductor
he led the Morning Choral Gub (1893-1903) and
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the Amphion Club (1910-12). In 1904 lie was
master of programs for the Louisiana Purchase
Exposition, and in 1915 he gave a series of organ
recitals at the Panama-Pacific Exposition. In
1887 he became director of music at Forest
Park College for Women, a position which he
held for the rest of his life. In 1904 he founded
the Kroeger School of Music, and continued as
its director until the time of his death, when his
widow succeeded him. He taught summer courses
at the University of California in 1915, at Cor-
nell University, 1916-23, at Dallas, Tex., and at
Minneapolis, Minn., in 1920. In addition to his
other activities he was for a time musical direc-
tor of the John Burroughs School and of the
extension division of Washington University in
St. Louis. He also served as chairman of the
board of examiners of the Art Publication So-
ciety, St. Louis.

He was a prolific composer. For orchestra
he composed a symphonic overture, Hiawatha,
which was first performed by the Thomas Or-
chestra at the Omaha Exposition, July 189$;
March of the Pioneers, for the Pageant of St.
Louis, May 28-31, 1914; Festival Overture in
commemoration of the admission 9f St. Louis to
the Union, played during the Missouri Centen-
nial by the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra, Nov.
6, 1921; four symphonic overtures based on
literary works: Sardanapalus (Byron), produced
in New York Dec. 15, 1897, by Anton Seidl;
Thanatopsis (Bryant), first produced by Victor
Herbert and given its St. Louis premiere Dec.
15, 1898; Endymion (Keats), played in 1902 by
the St. Louis Choral Symphony Orchestra; and
Atala (Chateaubriand). He also composed a
Symphony in B flat, from which only the Scherzo
was performed, and a suite, Ldtta Rookh, which
was first given at the St. Louis world's fair
(1904).

In the field of chamber music, Kroeger com-
posed six string quartets; a piano quintet in F
minor (first performed in St. Louis in 1888) ;
a Pastorale Sonata in F for viola and piano
(1883); a Fantasie in E minor for flute; and a
Sonata in F sharp minor for violin and piano.
For piano, he composed a Prelude and Fugue
in B flat minor; a Sonata in D flat; a Concerto
in E flat; a Suite in F minor; "Twelve Con-
cert Etudes"; and "Fifteen Etudes for the Left
Hand." His works include also many composi-
tions for the organ (including three Introduc-
tions and Fugues), over one hundred songs, aisd
a number of choral pieces.

In 1904 he was made a member of the Aca-
demic Frau^aise, and in 1915, of the National
and Letters. He was a znera&e?
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